
American snapshot

Attracting the talent of the  
future in the United States

Note: 20% (276) of STEM Youth survey respondents were based in the United States

80% 
of students feel positive about 

the opportunities for career 
development and international 
opportunities that STEM roles 

can provide.

“More internship 
opportunities that will 
translate into desirable 

work experience for future 
job application.”

Top 3 life goals important to early career STEM talent: 

The most important factors in securing that first job

Critical thinking, technical skills  
and well-developed math,  
analytical, or computer skills  
were rated the top 3 important 
skills for STEM

Top 3 helpful sources in finding a STEM Job

3. Friends 
and relatives

2. Internet search1. Education/training 
institution

Not meeting entry-level requirements or 
having the right qualifications ranked as 

the main obstacle in finding a job in STEM believe STEM skills  
will provide job security

Influential factors in pursuing a career in STEM

of respondents rely on their 
schools and colleges for  

guidance and help in securing 
their first STEM role 

88%

86%

Encouragement/support  
from friends or family

16%
14%

Help from a career advisor  
or recruiter

9%
8%

Academic performance 10%
7%

The reputation of the college  
or university I attended

7%
6%

Global America

Skills and training acquired as 
part of my education

35%
42%

Internship or  
workplace experience

27%
30%

Personal or family connections 8%
7%

Excelled in a STEM  
subject during studies

26%
29%

An attractive and  
growing industry

31%
35%

Potential for high earnings 28%
40%

Global America

Encouragement/support  
from teachers or advisors 

13%
14%

Opportunities for  
career development

31%
28%

An opportunity to  
make a difference

34%
28%

Personal interest in  
the subject matter

43%
50%

Continuous learning and  
development opportunities

34%
27%

Best subject choice 
at university

13%
7%

STEM is viewed as: 
Innovative,  

important and 
changing

57% 49% 45%

Being financially  
secure

Being fulfilled  
and happy

Having a good  
work/life balance


